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Background 
This document contains extracts from the following HELCOM meetings of relevance for the HELCOM Group 
on Sustainable Agricultural Practices (Agri group): 

- 54th Meeting of the Heads of Delegation, Helsinki, Finland, 14-15 June 2018 
- 55th Meeting of the Heads of Delegation, Helsinki, Finland, 4-5 December 2018 
- Ninth Meeting of the Working Group on Reduction of Pressures from the Baltic Sea Catchment Area 

 
Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to take note of the information. 
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Information on the outcomes of recent HELCOM meetings 
 
HOD 54-2018 
 

Agenda Item 2  Outgoing and incoming chairmanship in HELCOM 

2.1 The Meeting recalled that the EU chairmanship of HELCOM is coming to an end on 30 June 
2018 and took note of the account by EU on accomplishing the chairmanship priorities.  

… 

2.3 The Meeting took note of and welcomed the following priorities of the Finnish chairmanship 
(document 2-1): updating the Baltic Sea Action Plan, reduction of nutrient inputs and nutrient recycling, 
Baltic Sea and climate change and synergy between Agenda 2030 and HELCOM work. 

2.4 The Meeting welcomed the Finnish chairmanship team, Ms. Saara Bäck, Chair of HELCOM, 
and Ms. Tarja Haaranen, Vice-Chair, from the Ministry of the Environment of Finland. 

Agenda Item 3  Outcome of the 2018 HELCOM Brussels Ministerial Meeting – follow-up 

Update of the Baltic Sea Action Plan 

3.7 The Meeting recalled that the 2018 HELCOM Brussels Ministerial Meeting agreed on the 
update of the Baltic Sea Action Plan beyond 2021. 

... 

3.9 The Meeting considered the proposal by the Secretariat on how to organize the BSAP update 
process in the draft strategic plan (document 3-4) and welcomed that the update of the BSAP will be based 
on the existing expertise in the HELCOM working structure according to the mandates of the working 
groups and will be overseen by the Heads of Delegation. 

3.10 The Meeting took note that a work plan for the BSAP update will be prepared by the 
Secretariat for HOD 55-2018, in which the involvement of the HELCOM groups will be specified and any 
associated timelines will be detailed. 

3.11 The Meeting recalled that the update of the BSAP is a task for all Contracting Parties and that 
the Contracting Parties are invited to lead individual tasks within the BSAP update process which could be 
offered e.g. via the working groups.  

3.12 The Meeting recognized that the update of the Baltic Sea Action Plan should be a priority for 
the HELCOM working groups and requested the HELCOM groups to plan their work accordingly, including 
any putting in place of needed additional arrangements, e.g. correspondence work and possible additional 
workshops. 

Agenda Item 4  Matters arising from the HELCOM Groups 

4.44 The Meeting took note of the outcome of AGRI 6-2018, as presented by the Chair Ms. Tarja 
Haaranen, in general (document 4-9) as well as: 

- took note of the self-evaluation of the implementation of the Work Plan for HELCOM Group on 
Sustainable Agricultural Practices 2017-2018 and the Terms of Reference for the Agri group; 
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- approved organizing a workshop on manure standards and nutrient recycling back-to-back with the Agri 
Group dedicated meeting on revision of the Annex III part II on 6-8 November 2018 and welcomed the offer 
by Poland to host the workshop in Warsaw; 

- approved organizing AGRI 7-2019 during the week from 18 to 22 March 2019 and advised to organize the 
meeting in other dates than 21-22 March 2019 to avoid overlapping with the Baltic Sea Day forum in St 
Petersburg. 

4.45 The Meeting considered a proposal for the time frame and working method for the revision 
of part II of Annex III of the Helsinki Convention (document 4-8). The Meeting was of the view that the 
suggested timeline could be too tight and thus approved the time frame and working method for the 
revision with the following amendment to the time frame: HODs to discuss a first draft in summer 2019. 

4.46 The Meeting took note that Russia will nominate a representative to the drafting group on 
the revision of Annex III part II and on the regional nutrient recycling strategy. 

4.47 The Meeting approved the proposal for the time frame and working method to elaborate the 
Regional Nutrient Recycling Strategy (document 4-7). The Meeting emphasized the need for close 
cooperation between Agri and Pressure Working Groups on the strategy development. 

4.48 The Meeting took note of the position by Germany that the connection to Water Framework 
Directive should be taken into account when elaborating the strategy and that nutrient compensation and 
recycling of sludge as fertilizer need to be observed. 

4.49 The Meeting approved the updated Work Plan for HELCOM Group on Sustainable 
Agricultural Practices 2018-2019 (document 4-10). 

4.50 The Meeting took note of the support by BFFE to the continuation of the mandate of the Agri 
Group and the appreciation for the group’s work on the important topics such as manure standards, the 
revision of Annex III part II and nutrient recycling. 

Agenda Item 5  HELCOM institutional and organisational matters 

5.11 The Meeting recalled that the current mandates of two time-limited groups, the Group on 
Ecosystem-based Sustainable Fisheries (Fish) and the Group on Sustainable Agricultural Practices (Agri) are 
for a five-year period (2014-2019). 

5.12 The Meeting also recalled that the Brussels 2018 Ministerial Meeting highlighted that the 
fulfillment of the Baltic Sea Action Plan is a priority and noted that all of the actions related to the time-
limited Fish and Agri Groups have not been completed yet. 

5.13 The Meeting took note that, taking into account the current work load of the Agri Working 
Group, which is reflected in its work plan, the group requires more than 3 meetings in 2 years. 

5.14 The Meeting took note of a statement by CCB on the importance of the work carried out by 
the Fish and Agri Groups and that both groups deserve to be established as permanent groups also taking 
into account the relevance of cross-sectoral work for the BSAP update… 

5.15 The Meeting decided to prolong the mandates of the Fish and Agri Groups until 2022, to 
cover the period of updating the BSAP. 

5.16 The Meeting expressed appreciation for the valuable work done by the Agri and Fish Groups 
and agreed to explore the possibility of even longer mandates for the groups, beyond 2022. 
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HOD 55-2018 
 

Agenda Item 3  Update of the Baltic Sea Action Plan 

… 

3.7 The Meeting requested that future Working Group meetings will provide a separate report 
or annex to summarize discussions and activities related to the update of the BSAP. 

… 

3.14 The Meeting discussed the proposed adjustment of the main segments of the BSAP 
structure, noting that it builds on the four original segments of the current BSAP, while expanding on the 
topics covered by the segments (Presentation 2, document 3-3). The Meeting recalled that the ecological 
objectives of the current BSAP reflect the desired state of the environment while the management 
objectives under the Maritime segment mainly reflect the desired level of reduction of pressure. The 
Meeting noted that the proposal is not directly linked to the HELCOM working structure and the 
implementation of each segment may be a shared responsibility by several Working Groups. 

… 

3.17 The Meeting took note of the comments by the Contracting Parties to document 3-3 and 
agreed provisionally to maintain the original segments for the updated BSAP with the following preliminary 
adjustments, noting that the detailed content to be covered by the segments is still to be further defined 
and that the agreement on the BSAP structure is aimed for at HOD in December 2019: 

- to address marine litter under the segment on Hazardous substances and to consider 
changing the name to ‘Hazardous substances and marine litter’;  

- to include under the Maritime segment a broader set of sea-based activities, e.g. 
construction work, dredging, extraction of mineral resources, fishing, and consider changing the name of 
the segment to ‘Sea-based activities’. The topics underwater noise and loss and disturbance of the seabed 
are tentatively assigned to this segment; 

- to use the approach presented by Finland (document 3-9) as a tool to further clarify how 
activities and pressures are linked to the different segments; 

- to request Working Groups to initiate the development of ecological or management 
objectives for the topics marine litter, underwater noise, and loss and disturbance of the seabed. 

… 

3.21 The Meeting took note that the HELCOM ACTION project application has passed the first 
evaluation step (document 3-5). The HELCOM application was submitted in response to an EU call on 
"Marine Strategy Framework Directive - Second Cycle: Implementation of the new GES Decision and 
Programmes of Measures". If financed, the project will cover the analysis of sufficiency of measures for a 
number of topics of relevance for the BSAP update; by-catch, impacts on the seabed, MPAs as a measure 
for protecting the Baltic Sea, and eutrophication. 

3.22 The Meeting took note that input from all Contracting Parties is needed for the ACTION 
project, and the Contracting Parties will be engaged, for example, through contribution of data, 
participation in workshops, and through the guidance that will be supplied via HELCOM Working Groups as 
outlined in the project description (document 3-5). The Meeting welcomed the interest of Russia to engage 
their experts to participate in the project activities. 
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3.23 The Meeting recalled that HOD have been requested to consider a proposal for the 
establishment of an ad hoc Expert Group on analyses of sufficiency of measures to support the 
implementation of the Strategic Plan for the BSAP update (c.f. document 3-1, activity 2.5). The Meeting 
considered a proposal for how to carry out the analyses of sufficiency of measures as contained in 
document 3-6. The Meeting agreed that the work will be carried out via an interdisciplinary platform for 
the implementation of the analyses (SOM Platform) (Annex 3), which is to engage the existing HELCOM ESA 
(social and economic analysis) network, national technical experts on the topics to be addressed by the 
group, and the Chairs of HELCOM Working Groups 

PRESSURE 9-2018 
Agenda Item 6  Measures to reduce nutrient loads 

6.1 The Meeting took note of the information on the progress in work on elaboration of the 
Nutrient Recycling Strategy (docs. 6-5 and 6-11). 

6.2 The Meeting discussed the work plan of the work on the Nutrient Recycling Strategy, 
provisional agenda of the Nutrient recycling workshop (doc. 6-6) and the draft vision of the nutrient 
reduction strategy.  

6.3 The Meeting agreed that the Strategy is an example of work which connects requirements 
for fresh water and marine water environment contributing to their good environmental status. The 
Meeting also recommended to take into account bio wastes as a potential source of nutrients to the 
environment. 
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